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All  Livestock,  Meat  and.  ^^Tool  Market  News  Offices 

i'red  C ,  Beard,  Chief,  Market  Hews  and  Grading  Division 
Livestock  and  Heats  Branch,  V/ashington  25,  D.  C, 

Errors  in  Statistical  Heports  and  Hesponsibility  for 
Preparation  of  Form  LSM-52  Heports 


Some  recent  checking  of  statistical  reports  supplied  "by  field  offices  reveals 
that  the  usual  care  is  not  "being  exercised  by  some  offices  in  preparation  and 
checking  of  the  data  supplied. 

A  recent  check  of  the  weekly  J^om  5©A-7g3,  {LSti  52)  »  reports  revealed  errors 
in  approximately  one-half  of  the  reports  of  one  weelc»    Sven  though  the  amount 
of  the  error  was  frequently  small,  some  were  of  significant  amounts  and  very 
obvious.     Care  should  also  be  exercised  to  enter  any  explanatory  footnotes 
that  are  appropriate. 

The  monthly  Form  IDA.  ?38  (LSI4--.33)  ,  reports  of  dPily  actual  salable  and  total 
livestock  receipts  should  also  be  prepared  vrith  the  utmost  care,  and  checked 
before  it  is  released. 

In  order  to  clarify  any  misunderstanding  that  may  exist  relative  to  preparation 
of  the  weekly  and  monthly  Form  LSM-52  reports,  the  Division  regards  these  as 
technical  reports  which  are  to  be  prepared  and  checked  by  teclinical  members  of 
the  reporting  staff  before  mailing.    Daily  detailed  quotations  on  each  branch 
of  the  market  should  be  entered  by  a  reporter,  preferably  the  reporter  covering 
the  market.    At  the  end  of  the  week,  he  should  figure  and  enter  the  averages, 
after  which  the  report  may  be  given  to  a  clerk  for  typing.     In  turn  the  typed 
copy  should  be  checked  by  the  reporter  before  mailing. 

At  offices  havinf  a  statistical  clerk  (Chicago,  Kansas  City  and  Omaha),  the 
averrges  m'^y  be  figured  rnd  entered  by  the  statistical  clerk,  after  the  daily 
detailed  quotations  have  been  entered  Ijy  the  market  reporter. 

The  Division's  policy  of  long  standing,  that  all  reports  should  be  carefully 
checked  before  mailing,-  still  applies  to  all  reports  released  by  this  Division. 


L  I  B  R 

CURRENT  St^ 

■sir  . ..  >  ^ 


•  Y 

•cCORD 


\ 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ASRICliLlUiiE  ! 


i 


